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Tours for Farmers

Greetings
Despite the economic downturn NZ farmers are still on the move! We 
have had strong interest in our tours this year with groups off to China, 
Canada, USA, Australia, Europe, UK and Ireland. After working hard for 
a long time and having an inclination to travel, many farmers are now Þg-
uring that it is perhaps better to have great memories than just dreams! 
If you can afford it, travel sooner rather than later whilst you are Þt and 
healthy. We have some more great farm tours we are planning for 2010, 
some of which we have outlined herein. 
ÒGive us a bellÓ, toll free on 0800 3838747 if you are planning a farm 
tour next winter.  All the best for the rest of the winter and for the coming 
farming season. 
Kind regards, 
Ross Macmillan

Farming sheep? If you are then you should be off to Australia next 
Easter for the Pre Tour and World Sheep and Wool Congress (WSWC)
If there is one place NZ sheep farmers should be in March, 2010, it is at the World Sheep and 

Wool Congress which takes place at the same time as the Sydney Royal Show. We are putting 
together a group to travel on a Pre tour and to the Congress itself. The tour travels through sheep 
regions from South Australia, Victoria, ACT and NSW to the Congress in Sydney. Where bet-
ter to see and hear about the 
latest trends in the sheep and 
wool industries and to touch 
base with industry colleagues 
from around the world. Farm 
To Farm has previously or-
ganized groups to the WSWC 
in Tasmania, Canada and NZ. 
These have all been wonder-
ful events and we trust the 
Aussies will deliver another 
bonza experience again in 
March. Contact us now to se-
cure your space. 



Tours I would like more information on:
(Please tick boxes)

  2010
 World Sheep and Wool Congress, Australia. March(   )  
  South America - general farming/sights. May          (   )         
  Africa with Vic Falls extension - May                       (   ) 
  China - farms and sights. May                                      (   )
  UK & Ireland - farm tour, shows. June                        (   )
  Canada farm tour& Alaskan cruise. July                  (   )
  USA - farm tour West and Mid West. July           (   )
  Australia -  Queensland. June/July                    (   )
  Europe - France, Italy etc. June/July           (   )

Other possible tours:
Tell us where you would like to go! Eastern  Europe, Scan-
dinavia, Hawaii, Western Australia? 
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If you do not want to receive this newsletter please tick 
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Tours can be tailor made for your group 
upon request.

China - the old the new
Desray and Wim Geursen, from Farm to Farm, recently returned 

from the second tour we have organized to China. As with last 
year, the group had a great time exploring this vast and fascinat-
ing continent. A wide range of visits were included, from sheep to 

dairy farms, silk factories to green tea, from grapes to cotton....... 
Included were a few high level regional meetings with Chinese 
agricultural officials, and even a police escort to one meeting in 

Hohhot because of our groups supposed VIP status!
They were overwhelmed by sheer scale and high tech nature 

of  modern building developments in Beijing and Shanghai, and 
the contrasting age and scale of the Great Wall of China and the 
Terracotta Warriors Ð discovered as recently as 1987 by a local 
farmer digging a well for water! If you want an insight into the dis-
tant past in this region, and perhaps, our global economic future, 
then travel with us to China in May, 2010.  The itinerary will be 
available soon.

UK and Ireland
At the moment we have a group enjoying a farm tour of  England, 

Scotland, Wales and Ireland with leaders, Mike and Sue Ryan. 

Our UK tour is our longest running 
and still one of our most popular 
tours.  The 2008 group to UK under 
the leadership of Stuart and Annette 

Bridge had a re-union in Wairarapa in 
May. All 30 travellers turned up from 
around the country which delighted the 
local organizing host couples, Bob and 

Viv Green and Jenny and Chris Bargh. A mini tour 
was organized around Wairarapa including Port 
Fairy, the Palliser Bay lighthouse, the Greens  farm 
and the Greentops farm of the Bargh family. (An added bonus over the 
weekend was Jenny Bargh and her business partners, winning the NZ 

Enterprising Rural Women award for their popular Tora Coastal Walk.) 
There was some great food, lots of wine and even more stories to be 
told about their UK tour together. Many are planning further tours with 
Farm to Farm. If you are interested in our 2010 offerings to UK and 
Ireland, then get in touch with us soon.

O La La - France and more.....
Kirstie from Farm to Farm Tours and her group have just completed 

a tour of Western Europe from ÒParis to ParisÓ, through the beauti-
ful countryside of 
France, Spain, 
Italy and Switzer-
land. They were 

J e n n y 
and Chris 
Bargh



have become very popular over the last few years and already we 
have strong interest for the 2010 tour. The draw cards include, the 
magnificent and spectacular scenery, especially of the Rocky Moun-

tains, the wide variety of farm types from beef to dairy, sheep to crops 
to maple syrup, and the gracious hospitality of our Commonwealth 
cousins, the Canadian people.  The Calgary Stampede deserves 
special mention too, as for nearly 100 years it has been a huge in-
ternational drawcard, attracting more than 100,000 people annually 
from around the globe. Add to the mix, the Niagara Falls, the Butch-
ard Gardens and the charming cities of Victoria, Vancouver, Toronto, 
Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec and you have the complete tour expe-
rience. Cap this 20 day tour with an 8 day cruise into the calm waters 
of the Inside Passage to spectacular Alaska and who could want for 
more as you escape from a cold, wintry NZ for a few weeks! 

South Africa & Victoria Falls
We skipped a tour to Africa in 2009 but its all on again for 2010. It is 

such a fantastic place to be during our winter, with clear sunny days 
in most regions and temperatures in the mid twenties. (I can see why 
the South African rugby teams sometimes struggle a bit when here 
in the depths of our NZ winter!) One of the main things many of our 
clients aspire to is go on Safari and Africa is really the only place 

Farm Tours - Let us know your 2010 travel plans soon
Summary of tours for 2010 (draft only) - please contact us for full details
Europe -  June /July - A farming, food and wine tour, Paris to Paris via the countryside of France, Italy,etc
China - May/June  Beijing, Inner Mongolia, Urumqi, Shanghai, The Great Wall, Trra Cotta Warriors, Yangtse River cruise, Farm visits etc
UK & Ireland - June /July  England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. Highland Show, farms, villages, London, Edinburgh, Dublin, Cambridge, 

Stratford
Australia Tour, March - World Sheep and Wool Congress and Pre Tour, South Australia, Victoria and NSW
Australia, June/July ÒWinter in the SunÓ - an escape to Queensland. A range of farms, outback stations, Brisbane, 

Darling Downs, Cairns, Barrier Reef. A farmstay is included and great country hospitality!
Canada & Alaska - June/July ( Rockies, Calgary Stampede, Niagara Falls, Quebec & farms. Alaskan extension.
USA -  July - West Coast and Mid West, farms and sights, California, Oregon, Mid West.
South Africa, May. Zambia and Botswana - a range of farms, safari experiences and Nampo Field Days. Victoria Falls/Botswana exten-

sion.
South America  May  Visit Santiago, Bariloche and Buenos Aires. Andes Mountain Pass,  Iguazu Falls. Estancias, beef, sheep and crop, 

dairy, wine, fruit and tango. Brazilian Extension at end.   

 WE CAN ARRANGE OTHER  GROUP TOURS BY REQUEST.           PHONE TOLL FREE 0800 38 38 747 

surprised to learn that some European farmers receive a 60% Gov-
ernment subsidy and that some can make a handsome living in Italy 
by producing just 12 wheels of parmesan cheese a day! Farming is 

the theme, but the end products of wine, food and 
fun are also very much to the fore! Of all the coun-

tries we tour, 
there are no 
countries bet-
ter than these 
which exhibit 
such strong 
regional influ-
ences and con-

trol over food delicacies from paddock to plate. Despite subsidies, 
perhaps there are some strong lessons to be learnt here in terms 
of farmer control over supply chains, adding value and consumer 
niche marketing.

USA - West and Mid West
As we go to print we have groups touring 

the USA with Ross and Linda Macmillan. 
The group are having a great time look-
ing at farming enterprises and attrac-
tions in the warmth of Nevada, California 

and Oregon. They then fly  to Chicago and the Mid West  region 

for an extended tour. This is Farm to Farm Tours’ first tour to the 

USA for many years, but judging by the number 
traveling the time is ripe to again visit our Pacific 

neighbours.  Some of the highlights are likely to 
be the huge agribusiness ventures in California, 
(ranches, fruit, veges, wine and raisins) as well 
as the farms and warm hospitality extended to the 
group by farming colleagues in San Luis Obispo 
and Oregon.  The John Deere factory, where the 
Ògreen machinesÓ are born,  and the dairy and 

crop farmers hospitality in the Mid West - Heartland, USA will add to 
the Òdown to earthÓ American experience. As with China and Europe,  
the United States influences our farming fortunes in so many ways 

as both a competitor and consumer. If  New Zealand farming and our 
economy are going to thrive, we need to read the trends, know what 
our consumers want, observe  what our competitors are up to, and 
how our produce is marketed, distributed and sold. These are some 
of the things this group will be looking at whilst enjoying the iconic 
American scenery and attractions along the way. We are bound to 
have another tour back there in 2010. Contact us if interested. 

Canada and Alaska. 
Right now we have a group in Canada with tour leaders and South 

Otago farmers, John and Heather Metherell. Canada and Alaska 



FTF Tour News: 
Prepared by:
Ross Macmillan 
Managing Director, 
Farm To Farm Tours

Farmers - a proportion of your farm tour may be 
tax deductible (subject to IRD approval).

Farm To Farm Tours
Box 239, Rangiora
Canterbury, New Zealand.
Phone: +64 (0)3 313 5855 
Toll free  0800 3838 747
Fax:+64(0)3 313 5596
Email:info@farmtofarm.co.nz

DOWNLOAD OUR TOUR ITINERARIES NOW 
           @ http://www.farmtofarm.

where this dream can be realized. It is so exciting to get up at day 
break, have a warm cup of coffee or tea, and board a comfy 4WD 
vehicle (or river boat )with your knowledgeable game guide to check 
out what the animals are up to! Its a bit like a drive around a large 
farm, but with no fences and no boundaries, and you travel through 
the wilderness, absolutely no idea of what you might come across 
next! Maybe huge elephants, giraffes, rhinos or perhaps a lion or 
lioness and cubs. Or if on a river boat trip; crocodiles, hippos and 
other animals coming down to the river for a drink 
or to wallow in the mud. The wide range of  farm 
visits, wonderful accommodation lodges, warm 
service and hospitality and tasty food cap off a 
great farm tour/safari African experience. You feel 
secure with your guide and coach as you enjoy 
the rich tapestry of African life, travelling from the 
high veldt to the Cape before flying  north again 

to the Victoria Falls and Botswana. A further inclu-
sion is the Nampo field days, which are the South 

African version of our NZ Agricultural Fieldays at Mystery Creek, and 
well worth the visit!

South America
As Chile Argentina and Brazil are in the Southern hemisphere, it 

is best to visit there before it gets too far into the winter and be-
fore it gets a 
bit nippy! Es-
pecially in  Os-
orno, Chile, the 
Andes region 
and Bariloche in 
Argentina. Bra-
zil is of course 
much warmer 
and it would not 
really matter too much when you visit there. However the Brazilian 
sector does tack on nicely to our tour of Chile/Argentina in May. So 

if it is gracious 
estancias, gau-
chos on horse-
back, charming, 
friendly people, 
fine wine and 

tender beef ap-
peal, then this is 
the tour for you. 
Through farm-
ing, rugby and 
our European 

roots we have a 
lot in common with 
our neighbouring 
South Americans 
and there is an 
increasing flow of 

traffic both ways 

as in many ways 
our countries drift 
closer together 
(Contrary to the 
continental drift 
which has been forcing us apart over millions of years, at the rate 
of a finger nail growth!). We intend to have a group off to South 

America in May, 2010  having previously toured there many times 
over the last 10 - 11 years.

Northern Hemisphere Exhibitions
World Dairy Expo USA Tour, 
Sept 28 - Oct 3, 2009
Do you have any interest in attending the World Dairy Expo and 

dairy technical visits in Wisconsin, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa? If so, 

we are able to arrange for you to join a tour and attend this event. 
The event attracts about 68,000 visitorÕs and is regarded as an Inter-
national Meeting Place For The Dairy Industry.

Space 2009 Exhibition in France - November, 2009
Attend this livestock exhibition in Rennes, Brittany, France, in Mid 

November. A great place for NZ agribusiness people to be. Around 
1300 exhibitors from 30 countries, 110,000 visitors, 300 journalists 
from 50 countries, 40 conferences and exhibitions make it a huge 
occasion. Associated visits to farms are programmed, including 
dairy, pig, and poultry, plus Charolais, Saler and Simmental beef. 
Please call us if this is of interest to you.

Australia  More and more Australians are com-
ing to NZ from across 
the Tasman. We hope 
that in 2010 the same 
will happen in reverse as 
some of our clients seek 
closer travel destina-
tions. In March, we have 
a tour planned to the 
World Sheep and Wool 
Congress in Sydney. A 

must for anyone serious about get-
ting a handle on the latest thinking 
and trends in the sheep world. Then 
in June we have our winter escape 
to sunny Queensland, and in early 
spring we are considering a trip to 
Western Australia if there is sufficient 

interest. Let is know your plans if Aus-
tralia is in your sights.

Other  tours - your choice!
Farm To Farm Tours is very fortunate to have many superb tour 

colleagues in over 30 countries with terrific local knowledge and with 

whom we can arrange excellent farming or other types of tours.  If 
your organisation, colleagues or group of friends need a tailor made 
tour outside our existing offerings, then we can  help.  
 It may be a special interest tour to UK, China, South Amer-

ica or the USA, a farm tour to Eastern Europe or Scandinavia. It 
could be a cooking tour to France, a walking group to Italy, a private 
safari to Zambia or Botswana. Maybe an equestrian 
group, an industry study group of lamb, beef, crop or 
fruit producers, or a relaxing “golfing farmers” group 

to Scotland and Ireland!
  We are happy to put together tours focus-

ing on these types of interests, if we can get small 
groups of 10 or more - made up of your colleagues 
or friends or other like minded people. It can be a study group tour or 
strictly leisure and pleasure!  
 On the tour you can cover a lot of ground or pretty much 

stay put and radiate out from base locations. We can arrange the 
flights, accommodation, transport, interpreters, guides and special 

ground arrangements abroad.


